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Gardens and natural areas are becoming more and more important as they assume the role of

surrogate backyards for many individuals. These green spaces have universal appeal for

gardeners, nature lovers, or anyone interested in either the cultivated curves of a well-executed

landscape plan or the natural tangle of a wild, protected space. As the largest state east of the

Mississippi River, Georgia can boast of a wide variety of public gardens and natural areas. This

book features 45 of these areas with landscapes that vary from mountainous terrain to coastal

environments, from urban areas to rural countryside, from plantation gardens to formal settings

behind urban townhouses. Accompanying Al Spicer's color photographs are brief histories of each

garden along with information on hours and/or season of operation, facilities available, points of

interest, tips for successful touring, directions, and associated day trips. Georgia gardens are part of

a rich southern horticultural heritage that traces its evolution from the first settlement in Savannah to

the fertile ground of the New South. Whether you are an amateur or professional photographer, a

plant connoisseur, a wildflower lover, a home gardener, a nature enthusiast, a traveler looking for

unique experiences, or simply a lover of bygone days, Peach State Paradise will offer endless

pleasures.
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Cindy Spicer is a member of the Garden Writers Association of America. Al Spicer has been a

working photojournalist since 1969. He is currently a photographer for the Greensboro News &



Record. They live in Greensboro, North Carolina.

Includes information on Barnsley Gardens at Woodlands, Founders Memorial Garden, Sandy Creek

Nature Center, State Botanical Garden of Georgia, Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta History

Center, Cator Woolford Gardens, Fernbank Science Center, Robert L. Staton Rose Garden, Old

Government House, Pendleton King Park, Riverwalk at Augusta, Antique Rose Emporium, DeKalb

College Botanical Gardens, Dunwoody Nature Center, Cochran Mill Nature Center and Arboretum,

Massee Lane Gardens, Elachee Nature Science Center, Melvin L. Newman Wetlands Center, Fred

Hamilton Rhododendron Garden, Dauset Trails Nature Center, Vines Botanical Gardens, Rock City

Gardens, Guido Gardens, Lockerly Arboretum, William H. Reynolds Nature Preserve, Oak Hill at the

Martha Berry Museum, Callaway Gardens, Chattahoochee Nature Center, Andrew Low House,

Chatham County Garden Center and Botanical Gardens, Coastal Gardens, Forsyth Park, Isaiah

Davenport House Museum, Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace, Owens-Thomas House of the Telfair

Museum of Art, Savannah Squares, Georgia Southern Botanical Garden, Panola Mountain State

Conservation Park, Birdsong Nature Center, Thomasville Rose Garden, and The Crescent.
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